
4-H Needs Organized Community Clubs-
Can You Help? 

Why 4-H? 

A well-run 4-H club has the potential to make a life-
long positive impact on youth. Through 4-H, youth 
have the opportunity to meet new people, build new 
skills, and discover their own interests and abilities. 

Successful 4-H clubs have a few things in common: 
caring adult volunteers, organized leadership, and 
opportunities for youth to take the lead in club 
decisions, activities, and structure. 

The information presented here describes the basic 
process of starting a club. The OSU Extension Office is 
here to assist you in navigating the steps of this 
process and is committed to your success. 

Don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions or 
schedule a time to visit the office and talk more about 
organizing a club. We’re eager to help! 

Club Basics

• Volunteer Screening & Selection

Ohio 4-H volunteers must complete a 
screening process that includes a written 
application, criminal history fingerprint 
background check, reference check, and 
orientation/training. Each 4-H club should have 
at least 2 approved volunteers. 

• Members

4-H clubs must have at least 5 members from 
at least 3 different families. These members 
can be between the ages of 5 (and in 
Kindergarten) - 18 as of January 1 of the 
current year. 

• Meetings

Each 4-H club must hold a minimum of 6 
meetings throughout the year.  Most clubs 
meet at least biweekly from February – July to 
ensure that all members attend enough 
meetings. 
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Things to consider

Once you have approved volunteers and enough members to 
form a club, you will need to make some decisions about the 
focus and structure of your club. 

• Will you have Cloverbuds as well as older 4-H members? 

Cloverbuds is for youth who are 5 years old and in Kindergarten 
through Grade 2. Cloverbuds participate in activity-based group 
projects rather than self-directed 4-H projects. Cloverbuds 
generally meet at the same time as the 4-H club, but you will 
need a volunteer or volunteers to lead their activities. Curriculum 
for Cloverbuds is available through the OSU Extension Office. 

Some clubs do not offer Cloverbuds, which means that all of their 
members are between the ages of 8 (and in 3rd grade or 9 
regardless of grade) through 18 as of January 1. These members 
participate in one of the more than 200 available 4-H projects 
and are eligible to exhibit at the county fair.  

• Will your club be open to all types of projects or specialized? 

Most 4-H clubs will have members taking a wide variety of 
projects- from woodworking to cake decorating to livestock 
projects. However, some clubs may choose to only focus on 
certain projects, such as horses, livestock, or shooting sports. 

• How many members will you have? 

As stated before, clubs are required to have a minimum of 5 
members from 3 different families. You may also want to 
consider the maximum number of members your club can 
accommodate.  In order to maintain a well-organized club, you 
will likely need at least one volunteer for every ten members. 
Clubs that become too large will face challenges with maintaining 
good communication and the ability to provide assistance to 
individual members. 

Moving Forward

After your new club is formed, 
there will be a few additional 
business items to complete. Please 
reach out to the 4-H Educator. The 
OSU Extension Office will assist 
you with these steps. 

1. Selecting a club name. 

2. Obtaining a Taxpayer 
Identification Number (EIN) 
from the IRS. 

3. Establishing a checking account 
with a local bank. 

4. Approving a Club Constitution. 

5. Electing club officers. 

Meeting Components

4-H Club meetings consist of three 
segments: 

• Business- members learn how to 
conduct a meeting using 
Parliamentary Procedure and 
practice democratic decision 
making. 

• Education- may include project 
work, special guests, tours, 
demonstrations, or other 
educational presentations. 

• Recreation- members 
participate in organized games 
or activities and have 
refreshments. 

Contact us for more information at 
419-636-5608 or 
macdonald.353@osu.edu
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