
March 26, 2020 

Dear Williams County Jr. Fair Families, 

Earlier this year, ractopamine-free swine production became an expectation from the U.S. packing 
industry. This came in response to China’s decision to not purchase pork that was fed ractopamine. This 
market specification not only impacts the professional pork industry, but also state and county fair 
swine exhibitors across the nation. The amount of pork China purchases from the United States is 
significant enough that pork producers and packers need to comply with this expectation in order to 
remain competitive in the international market.  

Together the Ohio State Fair, the Ohio Department of Agriculture and the Ohio Pork Council have 
collectively created a plan to assist swine producers in becoming ractopamine-free. To be clear, being 
ractopamine free means that the pig has never been fed or exposed to ractopamine sources from birth 
through harvest. As a result, the Williams County Senior Fairboard has voted to remain in sync with 
these state-wide decisions and requires all junior fair swine exhibitors at the Williams County Fair to 
raise ractopamine-free swine projects. The Ohio Department of Agriculture has issued two uniform 
affidavits for all swine exhibitors to submit to upon bringing their animals to the fair.  

One affidavit must be signed by the breeder from whom the exhibitor purchased the animal, stating 
their hog has been ractopamine free since birth, while in the breeder’s possession. The second affidavit 
must be signed by the exhibitor’s parent or legal guardian, stating the hog was ractopamine free while in 
their possession. The affidavits are available at https://williams.osu.edu/fair and must be submitted 
upon weigh-in day on Friday, September 11, 2020. Animals will not be permitted to be unloaded until 
signed copies of both affidavits have been submitted. At no time during the swine’s lifetime should the 
swine project receive ractopamine. 

It is extremely important that families and exhibitors commit to raising ractopamine-free swine projects 
as this will impact our ability to secure packers willing to take our hogs at the conclusion of fair. If your 
family used ractopamine last year, it is expected that the following items be thoroughly disinfected to 
avoid cross-contamination from remaining residue: feeders, containers, storage areas, trailers, pens, 
bedding, fans, or anything else that may have been in contact with ractopamine.  

Refusal to submit both signed affidavits will result in rejection of the project at weigh-in at the 2020 
Williams County Fair. Testing for ractopamine use for 2020 swine project animals will be at the 
discretion of the fair board.  

Please contact Pam Goll, Chair of the Livestock Committee at 419-553-0778 or Stacey Perry 4-H Youth 
Development Extension Educator at 419-636-5608 with any questions. We look forward to having a 
successful ractopamine-free Williams County Fair. 

Sincerely, 

Pam Goll 
Williams County Senior Fairboard 
Chair, Livestock Committee 

https://williams.osu.edu/fair

